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of the utility to the pupil of the usage,
construction, or word-combination to be impressed on
±he mind by this means. Sentences for memorizing
may be first transcribed. As a special exercise
-transcription ceases when, but not before, the pupil can
transcribe accurately.
It is also a useful test of the development of the
power, or rather the habit, in the pupil of attentive
observation of what he sees in print. The number of
errors that even older pupils often commit in transcribing
is remarkable ; and the transcription exercise is often
abandoned too early in the English course. On the
other hand, it is mainly office clerks who will eventually
be expected to transcribe frequently, and accuracy
increases with the general growth of habits and ideals
of care in all one's undertakings. As an occasional
exercise transcription may well persist into the high classes,
and be set regularly to careless pupils, as a means of
' inculcating care in the use of language and impressing
•on them the lesson that every word and stop in written
language has its value. Another reason for this
continued practice is carelessness of incidental
transcription in English done in their notebooks by
pupils who learn English, and other subjects through the
English medium. Often this incidental notebook
transcription is careless and inaccurate. It is the
business of the teacher of English to do his share in
remedying this ; though it is equally important that
the teachers of the other subjects should also do
theirs. The headmaster's supervision should come in
~here.
(£) Modified transcription is the rewriting of what is
read with alterations deliberately introduced for a pur-
pose ; such as a changing of numbers or tenses or
expanding sentences by inserting adjectives, etc. In its
simpler form it is suitable for beginners, testing the
pupils' progress in vocabulary and grammatical usage
in an easy way. In its more elaborate forms (e.g.,
conversion of direct into indirect speech, etc.), the
transcription aspect of the exercise is subordinated to
:its character as an exercise in grammatical usage, and
«as such it finds a place with older pupils.

